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When Will Obama and the West Listen to Hamas?: Khaled Abu Toameh, Gatestone
Institute, Nov. 10, 2015 — On Tuesday night, Channel 10 broadcast an interview
with PLO chief and Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas in which Abbas
admitted publicly for the ﬁrst time that he rejected the peace plan then prime
minister Ehud Olmert oﬀered him in 2008.
Gaza Theme Parties and Weddings Now Feature Celebrations of Knife Attacks:
Elder of Ziyon, Algemeiner, Nov., 2015 — Gaza-based Felesteen reports that
Gazans are now creating knife- and dagger-based theme parties and weddings in
order to celebrate the wave of terror attacks that have taken place across Israel
over the past six weeks.
Bankruptcy and Mud: Bassam Tawil, Gatestone Institute, Nov. 14, 2015 —
Palestinian bloggers were amazed when Israelis protested the cruel slaughter of
chickens in poultry-packing plants, and during epidemics.
What Do Palestinians Want?: Daniel Polisar, Mosaic, Nov. 2, 2015— The most
recent wave of Palestinian terror attacks, now entering its second month, has
been mainly the work of “lone wolf” operators running over Israeli civilians,
soldiers, and policemen with cars or stabbing them with knives.
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Abbas Accuses Israel of Carrying Out 'Extrajudicial Killings' of Palestinians: Khaled
Abu Toameh, Jerusalem Post, Nov. 23, 2015
Amnesia on Settlements Aﬄicts Martin Indyk: Benyamin Korn, Algemeiner, Nov.
20, 2015
Luxury Alongside Poverty in the Palestinian Authority: JCPA, Nov. 5, 2015
Fighting Facebook, Terror Victim’s Son Enlists Knesset in Anti-Incitement War:
Renee Ghert-Zand, Times of Israel, Nov. 26, 2015
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WHEN WILL OBAMA AND THE WEST LISTEN TO HAMAS?

Khaled Abu Toameh
Gatestone Institute, Nov. 10, 2015

As President Barack Obama and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu were
talking about the two-state solution during their meeting in the White House…the
Palestinian Hamas movement reiterated its intention to destroy Israel. Hamas's
announcement shows that the two-state solution is not a recipe for peace between
Israel and the Palestinians. The announcement also shows that all those who have
been talking about a change in Hamas's position towards Israel continue to live in
an illusion.

As the Obama-Netanyahu meeting was underway, senior Hamas ﬁgure Musa Abu
Marzouk issued a statement in which he declared: "We will never negotiate with
the Zionist entity and we will never recognize its right to exist. We will continue to
resist the Zionist entity until it vanishes, whether they like it or not. The soldiers
of the Qassam [Hamas's armed wing] were founded to liberate Palestine, even if
some have recognized Israel. We want a state from the (Jordan) river to the
[Mediterranean] sea."

Abu Marzouk's remarks came in response to statements made by Palestinian
Authority (PA) President Mahmoud Abbas during a meeting with Egyptian
journalists in Cairo on Sunday night. Abbas was quoted as telling the Egyptian
journalists that Hamas and Israel were conducting "direct negotiations" to
establish a Palestinian state in the Gaza Strip and parts of the Egypt's Sinai
Peninsula. Abbas claimed that ousted Egyptian President Mohamed Morsi had
oﬀered to annex 1000 square kilometers of Sinai to the Gaza Strip – an oﬀer he
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(Abbas) had categorically rejected.

Abu Marzouk's latest threats to eliminate Israel are not only directed against
Abbas, but also towards President Obama and those in the international
community who continue to support the idea of establishing a Palestinian state
alongside Israel. What he and other Hamas leaders are saying is very clear: Even if
a Palestinian state is established in the West Bank, Gaza Strip and east Jerusalem,
Hamas and other Palestinians will continue to ﬁght until Israel is completely
destroyed.

In other words, Hamas is openly stating that it will use any future Palestinian state
as a launching pad to attack and eliminate Israel. But Hamas's message has
obviously not reached the White House and other Western governments, where
decision-makers continue to bury their heads in the sand, refusing to see or hear
what some Palestinians are saying. Hamas and many other Palestinians are
completely opposed to a two-state solution: they believe that Israel has no right to
exist — period — in this part of the world. The only solution they are prepared to
accept is one that sees Israel wiped oﬀ the face of the earth.

Hamas is not a small opposition party in the Palestinian territories that could be
dismissed as a minor player. Hamas is a large Islamist movement, an oﬀshoot of
the Muslim Brotherhood that controls the entire Gaza Strip with its population of
1.8 million Palestinians. Hamas has its own security forces, militias, weapons and
government institutions. Since its violent takeover of the Gaza Strip in 2007,
Hamas and its political allies have turned the coastal area into a semi-independent
Islamist emirate.

Since then, Hamas has used the Gaza Strip as a launching pad to attack Israel with
tens of thousands of rockets and missiles. And Hamas leaders have repeatedly
stated that their chief goal is to "liberate" not only the West Bank and east
Jerusalem, but "all of Palestine." In short, Hamas wants to replace Israel with an
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Islamist empire where non-Muslims would be permitted to live as a minority.

Hamas considers all Jews as "settlers" and "colonialists" who live in "settlements"
such as Beersheba, Rishon Lezion, Ashdod and Bat Yam. Hamas does not
diﬀerentiate between a Jew living in Ma'aleh Adumim or Gush Etzion (on the West
Bank) and Tel Aviv, Haifa and Ramat Gan. That is why the Hamas media and
leaders refer to Beersheba and Ra'anana, well within the "pre-1967 borders," as
"occupied" cities.

The Obama Administration and Western governments can talk as much as they like
about the two-state solution. But so long as they refuse to listen to what Hamas
and other Palestinians are saying, they will continue to engage in self-deception
and hallucination. Even if President Abbas agrees to a Palestinian state on the
pre-1967 lines, he will never be able to persuade Hamas, Islamic Jihad and many
other Palestinians to recognize Israel's right to exist. Under the current
circumstances, where Hamas and other Palestinians continue to dream about the
destruction of Israel, any talk about a two-state solution is nothing but a joke.

The Obama Administration and the rest of the international community also need
to understand that that the two-state solution has already been realized. In the
end, the Palestinians got two states of their own: one in the Gaza Strip and
another in the West Bank. The one in the Gaza Strip is run by folks are not much
diﬀerent from Islamic State and Al-Qaeda, while that in the West Bank is
controlled by a president who has entered the 11th year of his four-year-term in
oﬃce and as such is not even seen by his people as a "rightful" leader. This is a
reality that the world, including Israel, will have to live with for many years to
come. It is time for the world to stop listening only to President Abbas and Saeb
Erekat, and start paying attention to what many other Palestinians such as Hamas
are saying, day and night, regarding their commitment to destroy Israel.
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GAZA THEME PARTIES AND WEDDINGS NOW
FEATURE CELEBRATIONS OF KNIFE ATTACKS

Elder of Ziyon
Algemeiner, Nov. 20, 2015

Gaza-based Felesteen reports that Gazans are now creating knife- and daggerbased theme parties and weddings in order to celebrate the wave of terror attacks
that have taken place across Israel over the past six weeks. At weddings and other
parties, children are now wearing military uniforms — and young men are
displaying daggers and knives. Singers are rhapsodizing about the “heroes” who
stab Jews, and calling for more attacks.

Fadi Abu Jabb, 27, wore military trousers on the eve of his wedding and placed a
dagger on his waist during a bachelor party. Fadi’s friends and relatives shared his
joy by dancing with their own knives, to show their support for terror attacks in
Jerusalem.

Fadi said that the military uniform was his ﬁancee’s idea, and that his party was
meant to show that all Palestinian people support “armed resistance,” and carrammings, stabbings, and shootings in the West Bank and Jerusalem. He prayed
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for God to bless him and give him the ability to set up a jihadist family to be part
of the Palestine Liberation Army, Allah willing.
In a similar scene, at the wedding party of Murad Hussein there were songs
associated with the stabbings. Twelve children in keﬃyehs performed. They put on
a comic play showing Palestinians attacking a group of Jews causing them to ﬂee
— even though they had sub-machine guns — to the amusement of the audience.

Majed Nofal, a tailor in the Sheikh Radwan neighborhood in northern Gaza City,
said, “There is a big demand for the purchase of military clothing by citizens, who
wear them during special events such as parties and weddings.” He also said he
provides military clothing for women who wear them at their own parties as
well.

Contents

BANKRUPTCY AND MUD
Bassam Tawil
Gatestone Institute, Nov. 14, 2015

Palestinian bloggers were amazed when Israelis protested the cruel slaughter of
chickens in poultry-packing plants, and during epidemics. "If only we Arabs," they
wrote, "who kill people cruelly and wholesale, cared as much about people as the
Jews care about animals."
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Civilian cameras often record events of startling cruelty carried out in Arab
countries, in areas of conﬂict. We often hear Arabs privately saying, "The Zionists
have never done to us what we do to ourselves." This is usually said by Syrians,
who have hated the Jews for generations, when they give their thanks for the
medical treatment they receive in Israel. Despite the hatred fostered by Hamas,
after the most recent military operation, many Gazans admitted that the IDF did in
fact warn civilians before attacking terrorist targets protected by "human shields."

The pictures of an armed Israeli soldier who did not strike back when he was
viciously attacked by Palestinian women and children in Nebi Saleh, amazed many
regional bloggers. "If such a thing had happened to us," they wrote on Twitter
accounts, "the soldier would have killed his attackers without hesitation."

As a Palestinian, I know that such situations are produced by Palestinians whose
ability to stage them is professional and I know the source of their income. They
cynically exploit the Israeli political "left," and enlist photographers to document
the events for European-funded "Pallywood" media manipulation.

Every Palestinian youth knows that the weekly riots at the "traditional friction
points" serve as social events, later used by Palestinians operatives for
propaganda. Often, in the ﬁnest Hollywood tradition, parties are held after the
"conﬂict action scenes." The festivities sometimes include sex and drugs with the
blond, blue-eyed volunteers from abroad, to celebrate another successful
encounter with the Israeli security forces.

The escalating Palestinian riot routine takes into consideration that risks are few,
because of IDF restraint in dealing with "civilians," as we saw in Nebi Saleh when
the Israeli soldier who was attacked and bitten did not respond with gunﬁre to
defend himself. Israel's restraint only makes the slaughter, rape and expulsion of
Muslims at the hands of Muslims seem all the more vicious.
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Many of the bankrupt European countries hostile to Israel now ﬁnd themselves
faced with a massive inﬂux of Middle Eastern and African refugees. They are the
brothers and sisters of the hundreds of thousands of murdered Muslims and the
millions of refugees in tents, with only Allah (s.w.a.t) to pity and protect them.
Many die in leaky boats, in a desperate attempt to reach the safe shores of
Europe. Those who do make it safely, join the Muslims in the Islamic enclaves
where they have been plotting against their hosts for years.

The West has waited far too long to wake up to the realization that the Palestinian
problem is not the cause of regional events. Therefore, The West's obsession with
forcing a "solution" on Israel and the Palestinians will change nothing for the
better, it will only expand the catastrophe to the doorstep of Israel and the
Palestinian Authority, the only islands of security and stability for Arabs,
Christians and Jews in the Middle East.

In the shadow of the calamity of the refugees, we are slowly understanding that
the issue of the return of the Palestinians to "Palestine," which we hang on to so
frantically, is an anachronistic, politically manipulated mirage. There is nothing to
be done but settle the descendants of the original Palestinian refugees as part of
the overall settlement of all the Middle Eastern refugees — if, that is, our Arab
brothers ever succeed in extricating themselves from the swamp of the "Arab
Spring."

What is strange is that the Gulf States, particularly Saudi Arabia and Qatar, which
fund Islamic terrorism and pay the salaries of the radical clerics who incite murder
and destruction, are silent when it comes to accepting refugees into their
countries. Saudi Arabia has hundreds of thousands of empty, air-conditioned tents
at its disposal, used only during the hajj pilgrimage. They could help shelter the
millions of Sunni Muslim Syrian and Iraqi refugees. But Saudi Arabia does not open
its gates to them, not even to a small number.
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Now, by accusing each other for our refusal, hesitation and rejection of every
proposal that might bring the Israelis to the negotiating table, we have ﬁnally
managed to put an end to the "problem of Palestine." As our elders have said for
years: "Falastin ['Palestine' in Arabic] begins with falas [bankruptcy] and ends
with teen [mud]."

Contents

WHAT DO PALESTINIANS WANT?

Daniel Polisar

Mosaic, Nov. 2, 2015

The most recent wave of Palestinian terror attacks, now entering its second
month, has been mainly the work of “lone wolf” operators running over Israeli
civilians, soldiers, and policemen with cars or stabbing them with knives. The
perpetrators, many in or just beyond their teenage years, are not, for the most
part, activists in the leading militant organizations. They have been setting forth
to ﬁnd targets with the expectation, generally fulﬁlled, that after scoring a
casualty or two they will be killed or badly wounded. What drives these young
Palestinians, experts say, is a viral social-media campaign centered on claims that
the Jews are endangering the al-Aqsa mosque in Jerusalem and that Israel is
executing Palestinian children.

Pundits and analysts in Israel and the West, struck by the elements that make this
round of violence diﬀerent from its predecessors over the past decade-and-ahalf—which typically featured well-orchestrated shootings, suicide bombings, or
rocket ﬁre—have focused on the motivations of individual attackers, on how and
why the Palestinian political and religious leadership has been engaging in
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incitement, and on what Israeli oﬃcials or American mediators might do to quell
the violence.

Absent almost entirely from this discussion has been any attempt to understand
the perspective of everyday Palestinians. Yet it is precisely the climate of public
opinion that shapes and in turn is shaped by the declarations of Palestinian
leaders, and that creates the atmosphere in which young people choose whether
to wake up in the morning, pull a knife from the family kitchen, and go out in
search of martyrdom. Whether commentators are ignoring the views of
mainstream Palestinians out of a mistaken belief that public opinion does not
matter in dictatorships, or out of a dismissive sense that they are powerless
pawns whose fate is decided by their leaders, Israel, or regional and world powers,
the omission is both patronizing and likely to lead to signiﬁcant
misunderstandings of what is happening. In this essay I aim to ﬁll the lacuna by
addressing what Palestinians think both about violence against Israelis and about
the core issues that supply its context and justiﬁcation.

My interest in Arab public opinion in the West Bank and Gaza is longstanding,
dating back to the time regular surveying began there shortly before the 1993
Oslo accords between Israel and the PLO. In 1996, I appeared on a panel with
Khalil Shikaki, the pioneering director of the Palestinian Center for Policy and
Survey Research (PSR); since then, I have been increasingly impressed with his
insights and his institute’s professionalism. I therefore took particular notice of a
PSR survey that appeared after the August 2014 ceaseﬁre ending the latest war
between Israel and Hamas. It reported, among other ﬁndings, that fully 79 percent
of Palestinians believed Hamas had won the war and only 3 percent saw Israel as
the victor. So convinced were respondents of their side’s strength that nine in ten
favored continued rocket ﬁre at Israel’s cities unless the blockade of Gaza were
lifted, 64 percent declared their support for “armed attacks against Israeli civilians
inside Israel” (meaning, among other things, suicide bombings in Israeli
population centers), and 54 percent applauded the event that in large measure
had precipitated the 50-day war: the abduction and murder by Hamas operatives
of three Israeli teenage boys hitchhiking home from school.

| 10

TWO-STATE SOLUTION IGNORES “PALESTINIAN” TERRORISM &
DENIAL OF ISRAEL’S RIGHT TO EXIST
isranet-publications
Isranet Daily Brieﬁng, November 26, 2015
https://www.isranet.org/daily-brieﬁng/two-state-solution-igno
res-palestinian-terrorism-denial-israels-right-exist/
In the ensuing months, I read further polls from PSR and other research institutes
to see whether support for violence would drop appreciably once the emotions
ﬁred by war had cooled. Yet despite a modest decline over time in most indicators,
a majority continued to support virtually every kind of attack against Israelis
about which they were asked—including rocket ﬁre, suicide bombings, and
stabbings. These and other ﬁndings led me back to the polls conducted in earlier
years, and eventually to embarking on a comprehensive analysis of all reliable and
publicly available surveys in the West Bank and Gaza over the past two decades.

For this project, I examined over 330 surveys carried out by the four major
Palestinian research institutes, each of which has been conducting regular polls
for a decade or more: the PSR headed by Shikaki and its predecessor, CPRS; the
Jerusalem Media and Communications Center (JMCC); the Birzeit Center for
Development Studies (CDS), whose work was later continued under the same
director by the Arab World for Research & Development (AWRAD); and the Opinion
Polls and Survey Research Unit of An-Najah National University. Each of the four
has conducted between 50 and 120 polls and has made the results available online
in English (and generally in Arabic)…

Tellingly, poll respondents in the West Bank regularly voice strong criticism of
President Mahmoud Abbas and the Palestinian Authority (PA) government that
rules there, while those in Gaza often speak negatively about the Hamas
leadership, so it appears that Palestinians are not cowed from giving their honest
opinions. The consensus among informed scholars is therefore that the surveys
are reliable, valid, and genuinely reﬂective of what Arab residents of the West
Bank and Gaza think…

Since the establishment of the PA in 1994, the Palestinians have been beset by
problems. The government has increasingly been viewed as corrupt, undemocratic,
and unable to enforce law and order or to reform itself. The economy has generally
been weak, infrastructure sub-par, and the PA unable at times to pay salaries.
Since Hamas took over Gaza in 2007, the Palestinian state-in-the-making has been
divided, with Fatah continuing to rule the West Bank and all eﬀorts at
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reconciliation a failure. The peace process with Israel has been stalled much of the
time, in part because of periodic outbreaks of violence, and the handover of
territory and authority to the PA has been far slower than envisioned in the Oslo
accords.

Who is responsible for the problems plaguing the Palestinians? During the last two
decades, the four institutes whose surveys I examined have asked numerous
questions on this subject, and on 53 occasions have oﬀered Israel as one of the
possible answers. In all but one case, Israel was the answer most widely chosen,
usually by a statistically signiﬁcant margin—including when it came to problems
that at least at ﬁrst glance seemed largely internal. Among these were clashes
between PA police and Hamas that left thirteen dead (1994), Palestinian economic
problems (2000), the hindering of political reform in the PA (2001), Mahmoud
Abbas’s decision to resign as prime minister (2003), lack of law and order in PAheld territories (2004), the blocking of reform in the PA (2004), the Hamas coup
that wrested control of Gaza from Fatah (2007), a water crisis in the West Bank
and Gaza (2010), a fuel shortage in Gaza (2012), the inability of the PA to pay its
employees (2013), and the ongoing inability of Hamas and Fatah to reconcile
(2015). A large majority of Palestinians were convinced that Israel sought
deliberately to target civilians, and held Hamas blameless for positioning its
leadership, ﬁghters, and weapons in populated areas.

In matters that necessarily involved both Israel and the Palestinians, massive
majorities blamed Israel and denied any responsibility on their side. Cases in point
include the suspension of negotiations between Israel and the PLO (1997), the
failure of talks at Camp David (2000), the breakdown of a ceaseﬁre during the
second intifada (2003), the collapse of the peace process (2004), the outbreak of
the ﬁrst Gaza war (2008), the non-implementation of the Oslo accords (2012), the
outbreak of the second Gaza war (2012), and the breakdown of negotiations
between the sides and the third Gaza war (2014).

So convinced were Palestinians that Israel was responsible for the Gaza wars, for
example, that after each conﬂict, when asked by JMCC pollsters whether they
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believed it was “possible for the Palestinian side to avoid it, or was Israel planning
to launch the war in all cases,” overwhelming majorities averred that Israel was
intending to go to war regardless of Palestinian actions. Likewise, a large majority
of Palestinians were convinced that Israel sought deliberately to target civilians,
and held Hamas blameless for positioning its leadership, ﬁghters, and weapons in
populated areas…
[To Read the Full Article Click the Following Link—Ed.]

On Topic

Abbas Accuses Israel of Carrying Out 'Extrajudicial Killings' of Palestinians: Khaled
Abu Toameh, Jerusalem Post, Nov. 23, 2015—Palestinian Authority President
Mahmoud Abbas repeated his charge on Monday that Israel is seeking to change
the status quo at the Temple Mount and carrying out “extrajudicial killings” of
Palestinians.
Amnesia on Settlements Aﬄicts Martin Indyk: Benyamin Korn, Algemeiner, Nov.
20, 2015 —A form of amnesia must be aﬀecting the Obama administration’s former
chief Mideast negotiator, Martin Indyk. It is, however, a very selective kind of
amnesia–he only forgets concessions that Israel has made.
Luxury Alongside Poverty in the Palestinian Authority: JCPA, Nov. 5, 2015—In
communities throughout the Palestinian Authority in the West Bank, a surprising
degree of luxury exists alongside the poverty. This study includes “A Photo Album
of Palestinian Luxury in the West Bank,” oﬀering a more complete picture of living
standards there. The truth is that alongside the slums of the old refugee camps,
which the Palestinian government has done little to rehabilitate, a parallel
Palestinian society is emerging.
Fighting Facebook, Terror Victim’s Son Enlists Knesset in Anti-Incitement War:
Renee Ghert-Zand, Times of Israel, Nov. 26, 2015—Micah Avni marked four weeks
since the burial of his father killed in a Jerusalem terror attack by visiting the
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Knesset Wednesday, where he urged lawmakers to do more to quash social media
incitement in hopes of heading oﬀ another tragedy like the one that left his father
dead.
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