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ISRAEL’S RIGHT OF RETURN FIRE 
Globe Editorial 

The Globe and Mail, Nov. 15 2012, 
 
Israel is right to be responding swiftly and forcefully to bombardment from Gaza. For months, the 
leaders of Hamas have been building up a more powerful arsenal with which to assault their 
neighbours. For years, factions in Gaza had sent rockets into Israel that for the most part did no great 
harm – a nuisance that was occasionally dangerous to Israeli civilians, but rarely inficted serious 
injury. 
 
Recently, however, Hamas has gained more confidence and has become more ambitious in its 
purchasing of missiles. As an offshoot of the Muslim Brotherhood, it feels encouraged by that 
movement’s increasing ascendancy in Egypt and other countries of the region. By sending many 
more, and more lethal, rockets into Israel, it cannot do any good for the inhabitants of Gaza whom 
they rule, or for other Palestinians. Their attacks are merely vindictive and narcissistic, but they are a 
serious threat to the people of Israel. 
 
The Egyptian government, which relies on American money, is unlikely to give any practical help to 
Hamas, but these events put it in a difficult and amibguous position.  
 

mailto:cijr@isranet.org
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/commentary/editorials/israels-right-of-return-fire/article5349017/
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Israel has so far wisely refrained from a ground offensive – let alone to a reoccupation – though it 
has moved troops toward its border with the Gaza Strip, and has called up reservists, quite properly 
to provide for contingencies. The Israeli Defence Force appears to be well informed on the locations 
of Hamas’s armaments, and can do most of what it needs to do by way of aerial bombardment…. 
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MICHAEL OREN: IT’S MAY 1967—OR MAY 1948 
Bari Weiss 

Tablet Magazine, November 15, 2012 
 

Michael Oren has served as Israel’s ambassador to the U.S. for the past three years. But his real 
trade isn’t diplomacy, it’s the past: Before Oren took on arguably the toughest job in Washington, he 
wrote books about Mideast history. So when I spoke to the ambassador yesterday afternoon [Nov. 
14] about Operation Pillar of Defense, I asked him what historical moment he’d compare this one to: 
“In the best of circumstances, it’s May 1967. And the worst, May 1948. Rarely in our history have 
we ever faced such a broad spectrum of monumental threats.” 
 

There’s the Iranian regime bidding for nuclear weapons, a Muslim Brotherhood government running 
Egypt, Hamas ruling Gaza, Hezbollah controlling southern Lebanon, and the civil war raging in 
Syria that spilled into Israel earlier this week. Jordan, a reliable Israeli ally since the mid-1990s, has 
become even more critical since Hosni Mubarak was ousted in Egypt. But many suspect it’s only a 
matter of time before the Arab upheaval fells King Abdullah II—especially given current protests. 
 

That would be a worst-case scenario for Israel. “Jordan is what keeps Iran out of our backyard,” said 
Oren. “Our defense border is the Jordanian-Iraqi border”—that is, not the Jordanian-Israeli one. 
 

It’s difficult not to see this operation— pinpointing and targeting Hamas leaders, while taking out 
underground missile sites—as intended for an audience beyond the Strip, namely the one watching 
in Tehran. (The Iranians have undertaken major air drills in the past few days, and revealed new 
missile systems.) But Oren insists the Islamic Republic has nothing to do with this operation: “This 
is not about sending a message to Iran. This is a message about defending a million of our citizens,” 
he said. “It would be the equivalent of 40 million Americans in bomb shelters.” 
 

And yet Iran was the subject we kept coming back to. “I think that the key to it all is Iran,” Oren 
said. “Gaza’s basically an outpost of Iran. Lebanon is an outpost of Iran. Assad is a lackey of Iran.” 
Indeed, one key lesson Oren draws from Israel’s previous territorial withdrawals is that Iran’s 
proxies tend to fill the vacuum left behind. “Wherever we have withdrawn, the Iranians have filled 
it. In Lebanon, in Gaza.” 
 

Since Israel pulled out of southern Lebanon (2000) and Gaza (2005), the IDF has played an ongoing 
game of whack-a-mole with Hezbollah and Hamas. Oren argued that this tactic has been more 
successful than some have claimed. “After the Lebanon war [of 2006] we were very tough on 
ourselves, with the whole Winograd Commission. But I think we were too tough on ourselves. In 
fact, we deterred Hezbollah” in that war. 
 

Four years since Operation Cast Lead, deterrence is once again the name of the game for the IDF in 
Gaza: “Hamas may have to just be reminded again, and reminded in large scale, that we will not 
allow our citizens to be shot at with impunity,” Oren said. “It will go on for as long as Hamas 
continues to escalate.” Israel said Wednesday that it is prepared to expand this campaign into a 
ground operation. 

http://www.tabletmag.com/scroll/116870/michael-oren-its-may-1967%E2%80%94or-may-1948
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“We have nothing to be ashamed about, nothing to apologize for. This is our right,” said Oren. 
“Ahmed Jabari killed dozens and dozens of Israelis.” 
 

And what would victory look like? “Victory looks like security restored to the inhabitants of the 
south,” said Oren. Longer term, the goal is a change in mindset. “The Palestinian people have to 
internalize that as long as they choose leadership like Hamas, that will bring them no closer to 
statehood, no closer to economic and social development, and no closer to peace.” 
 

With weeks until Israelis go to the polls, some see a clear connection between the election and this 
operation. Oren dismissed the question: “This is not about the elections. We didn’t want war,” he 
said. “This government has exhibited superhuman restraint: 2,500 rockets since 2009. Last month, 
800 rockets. In the last week, 300 rockets. What government in the world wouldn’t have responded 
with war a long time ago?” 
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AN OPEN LETTER TO PRESIDENT OBAMA 
Esther Pollard 

Jerusalem Post, November 15, 2012 
 

Dear President Obama, Congratulations upon your election to a second term as president of the 
mightiest nation in the world, the United States of America. May your second term in office be a 
blessing to America, to its allies and to the world. 
 

I write with some urgency to draw to your attention the request for clemency which my husband, 
Jonathan Pollard, filed more than two years ago during your first term in office. 
 

In the interim, Jonathan’s health has continued to deteriorate while calls for his release by senior 
American officials continue to mount. I write in the sincere hope of urging you to respond favorably 
and speedily to Jonathan’s petition and to all of the official appeals for his immediate release. 
 

Traditionally, some time next week, shortly before November 22, you will be pardoning this year’s 
American National Thanksgiving turkey, thereby sparing its life. 
 

As the president of the United States, your granting clemency to a lowly barnyard bird demonstrates 
to the world the great respect that the American people have for the values of justice, compassion 
and mercy. It is in this light that I write to bring to your personal awareness once again, the urgent 
plight of my husband, Jonathan Pollard. 
 

On November 21, 2012 – the day before Thanksgiving – Jonathan begins his 28th year of a life 
sentence with no end in sight. I urge and implore you, Mr. President, to include Jonathan in the list 
of holiday clemencies that are expected to be announced by the White House shortly, enabling those 
who are set free to get home in time for the holidays. 
 

Mr. President, G-d has seen fit to elevate you for yet another term to the position of the head of the 
most powerful nation in the world, the president of the United States of America, and to invest in 
you powers of clemency second only to His own. 
 
Clearly these gifts were bestowed upon you as a man worthy and capable of fulfilling the biblical 
injunction which describes what G-d requires of man, namely: “to do justice and to love mercy and 
to walk humbly with your G-d.” (Micha 6:8) Over the past two years, since Jonathan submitted his 

http://www.jpost.com/Opinion/Op-EdContributors/Article.aspx?id=292093
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clemency petition to you on October 15, 2010, there has been a burgeoning public awareness of the 
injustice of his sentence. Many senior American officials as well as high-ranking legal officials and 
elected representatives have appealed to you, both publicly and privately, to release Jonathan. 
 

In their words, his release is a matter of simple justice because “his sentence is grossly 
disproportionate.” And it is appropriate on humanitarian grounds because his health is failing after 
more than a quarter of a century of affliction in American prisons. 
 

Those who know the case best have been very clear in their publicly stated opinions and in their 
letters to you, indicating that keeping Jonathan in prison any longer is a travesty of justice. These 
include, among many others: former secretary of state George Shultz, former secretary of state 
Henry Kissinger, former White House legal counsel Bernard Nussbaum, former attorney-general 
Michael Mukasey, former deputy attorney-general Phillip Heymann, former assistant secretary of 
defense Lawrence Korb and former CIA director James Woolsey. 
 
As well, in a historic display of bipartisanship, a group of 18 prominent former United States 
senators wrote to you, Mr. President, and asked that you commute Jonathan’s sentence to time 
served. A number of the signatories served on the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, 
including senators Dennis DeConcini (D-Arizona), Alan Simpson (R-Wyoming), the late Arlen 
Specter (R-Pennsylvania), Birch Bayh (D-Indiana), Connie Mack (R-Florida) and David 
Durenberger (RMinnesota)…. 
 

Another bipartisan congressional appeal to you, jointly sponsored by Reps. Chris Smith and Eliot 
Engel, is being circulated and has already acquired dozens of signatures in support of my husband’s 
release. 
 

Internationally, Jonathan’s release is supported by a number of prominent organizations and 
individuals, including the European Parliament, the European Jewish Congress and the African 
Redeemed Church of Christ, which has more than 14,000 branches in 110 countries and has more 
than five million members in Africa alone. 
 

My husband, Jonathan Pollard, has now served more than six to eight times the usual sentence for 
the offense he committed. After enduring 27 years of the harshest afflictions in prison, including 
seven years in solitary confinement, it is time to release him, now, while he is still alive – before it is 
too late…. 
Mr. President, if a lowly turkey is deserving of your compassion and merits the dispensation of 
justice by your own hand, how much more so does a man who has more than paid the price for the 
offense he committed and is now, after 27 years in prison, in danger of losing his life. 
 

We are taught, “From Heaven did the Almighty look down upon the earth, to hear the groaning of 
the prisoner, to liberate those who are doomed to die.” (Psalms 102:20-21) While those who hold the 
reins of power are urged: “Let the groaning of the prisoner come before you; According to the 
greatness of your power, set free those who are condemned to die.” (Psalms 79:11) Mr. President, I 
implore you, set my husband free by commuting his sentence to the 27 years he has already served, 
and send him home to me in the Holy City of Jerusalem for the Holiday of Light which fast 
approaches – and G-d will surely bless! 
 

Respectfully, Esther Pollard, Mrs. Jonathan Pollard 
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QUEEN’S U. FACES BACKLASH OVER  
PLAN TO HONOUR JIMMY CARTER 

Sarah Boesveld 
National Post, Nov 15, 2012 

 

Queen’s University is facing a backlash from Jewish alumni over its decision to award former U.S. 
president Jimmy Carter — a strong critic of Israel — an honourary degree next week. 
 

Shimon Fogel, chief executive of the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs, said his organization has 
received about 50 “angry and frustrated inquiries” over the past month from graduates of the 
respected Canadian university, worried their school will be tarnished by Mr. Carter’s view of Israel 
as an apartheid state and his controversial relationships in the Arab world. 
 

“It’s just a huge lightning rod for distress and disappointment,” Mr. Fogel said. “He simply doesn’t 
meet the test of somebody that is seeking to offer a constructive contribution towards advancing 
peace. And it’s in that context that we’d express real disappointment that a leading institution like 
Queen’s would further legitimize or validate him by conferring on him this kind of award.” 
 

The 88-year-old former president and his wife are expected to attend Queen’s convocation in 
Kingston next Wednesday to accept the degrees honouring “their philanthropic and advocacy work 
in areas such as housing and mental health,” according to a statement from Queen’s principal Daniel 
Woolf on the university’s website. It will be Mr. Carter’s first honourary degree from a Canadian 
university. 
 

“They are wonderful examples of the same qualities that characterize the Queen’s spirit, and I’m 
sure their presence at convocation will be a memorable experience for everyone,” Mr. Woolf said. 
 

And while the Nobel Peace Prize winner, who served as president from 1977 to 1981, has indeed 
been a champion of human rights through his not-for-profit Carter Center and Habitat for Humanity, 
Jewish North Americans have bristled at his positions on Israel. 
 

In his 2006 book Palestine: Peace Not Apartheid, Mr. Carter characterizes Israel as an apartheid 
state. He has also repeatedly said Israel has no interest in a two-state solution, Mr. Fogel said, and 
his comments and interventions supporting “Israel’s detractors” attempt to “isolate and delegitimize 
Israel” as the region’s only democracy. 
 
“When it comes from somebody in the Arab world, it’s not met with any surprise,” Mr. Fogel said. 
“When it comes from and is articulated by somebody who is the leader of, in effect, the lead country 
in the democratic world, it has an entirely different impact.” 
 

Lars Hagberg for PostMedia News Queen's University in Kingston, Ont., is honouring Jimmy 
Carter's philanthropic and advocacy work in such areas as housing and mental health, according to a 
statement from Queen’s principal Daniel Woolf on the university’s website. While he’s sure 
Queen’s fully intended to honour Mr. Carter for his human rights work alone, Mr. Fogel said the 
school “failed to do their due diligence that would have flagged [his views on Israel] as 
problematic.” 
 

Michael Shafron, who graduated from Queen’s with an MBA in 1987, said he had a “freakout 
moment” when he received an alumni email bearing the news. The Atlanta, Ga., resident wrote a 
letter to Queen’s chancellor David Dodge “The area of his life that I find so egregious, the portion 
that I find so detestable, are his blatant anti-Israel/anti-Semitic positions he has staked out since 
leaving the presidency,” Mr. Shafron wrote. 

http://news.nationalpost.com/2012/11/15/honour-for-jimmy-carter-angers-queens-universitys-jewish-alumni/
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He then forwarded the letter to Mr. Woolf, who responded, in part, by saying: “While I regret that 
the committee’s decision displeases you, it is a broad-based committee whose work we value and 
whose choices we support.” Mr. Woolf said the university will continue to give honourary degrees to 
people of many different political and ideological stripes and base its decision on the significant 
work that the recipient has done for the good of others. 
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