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Hesham Sallam 
Egyptian Independent, November 22, 2012 

 

President Mohamed Morsy’s recent decisions to prop up presidential powers and shield the constituent 
assembly from legal challenges, among other controversial steps, have raised the question of where 
Egyptian politics is heading today. 
 

At first glance these developments seem to hold the promise of vengeance for the revolution’s martyrs, 
whose families were granted an increase in their state pensions. Upon closer examination, however, 
these decisions are clearly aimed at appropriating revolutionary legitimacy and using it to strengthen 
the position of the Muslim Brotherhood-controlled presidency….The decrees effectively render the 
presidential decisions final and not subject to the review of judicial authorities, which may mark the 
return to Mubarak-style presidency, without even the legal cosmetics that the previous regime 
employed to justify its authoritarian ways…. 
 

While the failure to bring to justice former and current security officials suspected of wrong-doing 
during and since the eighteen-day uprising can partly be blamed on the incompetence of prosecutors, 
the major hurdle to this process is essentially the absence of any meaningful reform inside military and 
civilian security agencies—something that Morsy’s decisions have failed to address. 
 

In light of the fact that these agencies have been shielded from transformative institutional reforms 
even under Morsy’s leadership, it is anything but surprising that they continue to undermine ongoing 
investigations of current and former security officials. It is also no surprise that they persist in 
repeatedly employing deadly violence against peaceful protesters, as evidenced by a number of recent 
incidents. By overlooking the absence of legal and institutional reforms to rectify the conduct of the 
policing establishment and its relationship with society, Morsy has left the core of the problem at hand 
unresolved. 
 

The timing of these decisions is interesting for a number of reasons. Firstly, the replacement of the 
prosecutor general speaks to a fear that the Muslim Brotherhood has regarding the influx of complaints 
filed questioning the legal standing of the group. A prosecutor general who is not politically loyal to 
the Muslim Brotherhood makes both current and future challenges to the legality of the Brotherhood 
extremely threatening. Secondly, the consolidation of presidential authority underscores the fact that 
the Egyptian government, after reaching an agreement with the International Monetary Fund over the 
terms of a $4.8 billion loan, is preparing to go down a path of economic liberalization that will likely 
result in social unrest and a great deal of dissent that demands an imperial presidency with minimal 
accountability. 
 

Thirdly, the decision that neither the Constituent Assembly nor the Shura Council can be legally 
dissolved comes at a time when the court is reviewing thorny legal challenges that could result in 
rendering these bodies unconstitutional. Fourthly, it is also likely that the president made these 
decisions after sensing that Washington would be reluctant to express serious concern over the non-
democratic nature of these decrees now that he has proven that, like Mubarak, he has something useful 
to offer on the Palestinian-Israeli track and, accordingly, should be granted some leeway in how he 
deals with domestic dissent. 
 

Finally, it is worth mentioning that what is most striking about the declaration is not what it contained, 
but rather what was omitted. In light of police brutality against protesters…and mass withdrawals of 
non-Islamist figures from the Constituent Assembly due to serious disagreements over the draft 
constitution, several people expected that the president would announce something quite different. 
They expected the replacement of the Hesham Qandil Cabinet, a plan to reform the Ministry of 

http://www.egyptindependent.com/opinion/morsy-and-%E2%80%9Cnationalization%E2%80%9D-revolution
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Interior and the policing establishment, the dissolution of the Constituent Assembly and the formation 
of a more credible and representative constitution drafting body. Instead, the president sent the 
message that his decisions are supreme, the Muslim Brotherhood-dominated Constituent Assembly 
cannot be dissolved, and that his government and the country’s repressive security agencies inherited 
from the Mubarak era are untouchable. Morsy has clearly taken sides, and it is not the side of the 
revolution. 
 

(Hesham Sallam is co-editor of Jadaliyya and a PhD candidate in government at Georgetown 
University.) 
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THE ISLAMIST REGIME’S GAME PLAN FOR EGYPT 
Barry Rubin 

PJMedia, November 26, 2012 
 

What’s been happening in Egypt this week is as important as the revolution that overthrew the old 
regime almost two years ago. A new dictator has arrived and while the Muslim Brotherhood’s 
overturning of democracy was totally predictable, Western policymakers walked right into the trap. 
They even helped build it. 
 

President Mursi has now declared his ability to rule by decree. The key concept is that he can do 
everything to protect the revolution. In doing so, he is defining the revolution…as an Islamist 
revolution. One could call the Islamist strategy a short march through the institutions. Once Islamists 
take power—in Iran, the Gaza Strip, and Turkey, perhaps, too Syria—that is only the beginning of the 
story. They systematically do a fundamental transformation of them…. 
 

At a November 18 press conference, a few days before Mursi issued his decree, the leading secular-
oriented representatives in the constitution-writing constituent assembly resigned, charging the new 
document would enshrine Sharia law. The problem was not the statement in Article 2 about Sharia 
being the main source of Egyptian legislation but rather later provisions making it clear that Islamist-
controlled institutions would interpret precisely what that meant. Amr Moussa, former foreign minister 
and Arab League secretary-general, said the new constitution would bring disaster for Egypt….  
 

Of critical importance for Egypt is control over the religious infrastructure: the ministry of Waqf that 
supervises huge amounts of money in Islamic foundations; the office of qadi, the chief Islamist jurist; 
al-Azhar University, the most important institution defining Islam in the Muslim world… 
 

While the judges are still holding out bravely only the army has real power to counter the Islamist 
revolution transforming the most important country in the Arabic-speaking world into the instrument 
of the leading international anti-Western, anti-American, and antisemitic organization….What is going 
on inside Egypt’s army, the last remaining institution that could offer resistance? We don’t really 
know but there are certainly some important indications. In theory, the army is the only force that can 
challenge the Muslim Brotherhood’s drive to transform Egypt into an Islamist state. But why should 
we believe the officers want to engage in such a battle?... 
 

During the more recent revolution, the army’s main concern was its own corporate interests—
especially control over the military budget, the choice of its leaders, and those business activities. Over 
and over again the Western mass media and governments spoke as if they were dealing with a South 
American army that wanted to rule the country. It was portrayed as repressive and potentially 
tyrannical. By definition, all civilians—especially the Muslim Brotherhood—were good guys against 
the supposed military would-be dictators. 
 

http://rubinreports.blogspot.ca/2012/11/this-article-is-published-on-pjmedia.html
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This was far from the truth. The military was eager to get out of power as long as its narrow interests 
were preserved. One of its biggest fears was becoming unpopular. That’s why it didn’t crack down in 
2011 on behalf of the Mubarak regime and didn’t do so very much when it was in the transitional 
military council. To put it bluntly, the army wasn’t the bad guys but, relatively speaking, among the 
good guys. 
 

Now, however, that moment is past. Partly under international pressure, it gave power to an elected 
president without securing a single one of its demands. So much for the tyrannical generals. Scores of 
top officers resigned and they are now being replaced by the choices of one man, the president…. 
 

Lacking any ideological orientation against revolutionary Islamism; without charismatic leadership, 
not at all united, and in a sense fat and greedy, without any foreign encouragement, and not wanting to 
shoot down its own people and set off a civil war, the Egyptian army is not a bulwark against the 
country becoming an Islamist dictatorship…. 
 

What are the red lines for the army? First and foremost, that nobody touch their economic empire and 
cuts their budget. Mursi isn’t stupid enough to get into trouble on that issue. Second, those who attack 
the military with guns must be dealt with harshly. Mursi is willing to crack down on those extremely 
radical Salafist groups—notably in the Sinai—who shoot Egyptian soldiers rather than just restricting 
themselves to attacks on Israel. 
 

Third, the preservation of U.S. military aid. No worries though, there, it would take a lot for the 
Obama Administration to cut off this assistance. The regime can go far toward suppressing women and 
Christians, making clear it is helping the forces seeking to wipe Israel off the map, subvert other 
Arabic-speaking countries, and setting up a dictatorship without having to worry about losing the aid. 
 

Finally, will the Egyptian military constantly refuse to take steps that might entangle it in a war with 
Israel? Here is the most likely hope of restraint though Mursi isn’t eager for such a direct conflict 
either. The danger, however, is not so much an executive decision to go to war but a slow slide into 
conflict. Along the way, Egypt can be permissive toward those staging cross-border attacks on Israel; 
allow Egyptian volunteers in large numbers to go to the Gaza Strip to fight; and allow lots of weapons 
into the Gaza Strip. Small-scale border clashes or a future Israel-Hamas war could move things in that 
direction. 
 

For the time being, however, as indicated by the ceasefire, Egypt’s new regime doesn’t want a conflict 
either. After all consolidating its power within the country and creating a new order that will last for 
decades is a big task. All the institutions must be transformed, a constitution finalized and adopted, 
billions of dollars of foreign aid begged, oppositions tamed…Patience and a practical sense of how to 
proceed to accomplish radical objectives should not be mistaken for moderation. The Middle East will 
still be there to Islamize, Israel to destroy, and American influence to eliminate when Mursi is ready. 
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THE THREAT TO THE ISRAEL-EGYPT PEACE TREATY 
Jonathan S. Tobin 

Commentary, November 15, 2012 
 

Given the brazen nature of Hamas’s decision to provoke the latest round of fighting in and around 
Gaza, it’s difficult for Israel’s critics to claim that it was not justified in seeking to halt a barrage that 
sent more than 150 missiles into the south of the country….But the naysayers are claiming that in 
opting to defend Israeli citizens and hopefully making it more difficult for Hamas to resume its 

http://www.commentarymagazine.com/2012/11/15/the-real-threat-to-israel-egypt-peace-anti-semitism-gaza-morsi/
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terrorist offensive, Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu is effectively destroying his nation’s peace treaty 
with Egypt. 
 

That’s the conceit of this New York Times article that depicts Egyptian President Mohamed Morsi as 
being forced into a difficult position by Israel. He is, we are told, trying to maintain the peace treaty in 
order to appease Western aid donors like the United States, but is still obligated by Egyptian public 
opinion to denounce Israel. The implication of all this is that if the treaty, which is despised by Morsi’s 
Muslim Brotherhood and extremely unpopular with the Egyptian public, is scrapped, it will be because 
Netanyahu has chosen to be provocative. 
 

While it is true that the treaty is in peril, placing the blame for this on Israel is so divorced from reality 
it’s hard to know where to start to debunk this idea. Morsi is no victim in this scenario. If Egypt’s 
people are clamoring for the spilling of Israeli blood, it is, in no small measure, because his Islamist 
party has done its best to promote hatred of Israel and Jews to an extent that few in the West 
appreciate…. 
 

The idea that Israel should refrain from defending its citizens against indiscriminate missile attacks 
across an internationally recognized border in order to appease Egyptian public opinion is so morally 
corrupt that it is barely worth spending the time to refute it. But the main point to take away from this 
discussion is that Egyptian attitudes toward Israel stem from that country’s deep-seated prejudices, not 
a rational evaluation of Netanyahu’s policies. 
 

The notion that the treaty’s survival depends on Israel’s quiet acceptance of a steady diet of terror 
attacks is pure fiction. The Egypt-Israel peace treaty was not a gift from Egypt to Israel. If anything, it 
was gift to Egypt from Israel and the United States in that it allowed Cairo to opt out of a costly 
conflict that it had tired of and rewarded it with an annual bribe in the form of billions of dollars of 
American taxpayer cash. For decades the Mubarak regime profited from the treaty, but compensated 
for its heresy against Arab nationalist ideology by allowing anti-Semitism to thrive in the country’s 
media and popular culture…. 
 

If the day comes when Morsi decides he doesn’t need American money anymore, you can bet he may 
cancel the treaty with Israel even if his country’s military is petrified at the thought of being forced to 
face off against the IDF. Which is why the preservation of a treaty whose main contemporary purpose 
is to serve as a rationale for U.S. aid to Egypt isn’t likely to be affected by anything Israel does in 
Gaza. The real threat to the treaty comes from a culture of Jew hatred, not Israeli self-defense. 
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SHAME ON ANYONE WHO EVER THOUGHT  
MOHAMMAD MORSI WAS A MODERATE 

Eric Trager 
The New Republic, November 26, 2012 

 

Nobody should have been surprised when Egyptian President Mohamed Morsi issued a “constitutional 
declaration” on Thursday [Nov. 22] asserting total political power. This was, after all, the former 
Muslim Brotherhood leader’s second power grab since he took office in June, complementing his 
earlier seizure of legislative and constitution-writing authorities by now insulating himself from 
judicial oversight. Yet Washington was caught entirely off-guard: Morsi’s power play was at odds 
with the administration’s view that the Muslim Brotherhood is a “democratic party,” and his 
impressive handling of last week’s Gaza ceasefire created a modicum of trust between him and 

http://www.tnr.com/blog/plank/110447/why-did-anyone-ever-believe-mohammad-morsi-was-moderate
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President Obama. So the State Department released a predictably confused statement, urging “all 
Egyptians to resolve their differences … peacefully and through democratic dialogue.” 
 

Washington ought to have known by now that “democratic dialogue” is virtually impossible with the 
Muslim Brotherhood, which is now mobilizing throughout Egypt to defend Morsi’s edict. The reason 
is that it is not a “democratic party” at all. Rather, it is a cultish organization that was never likely to 
moderate once it had grasped power. 
 

That’s because the very process through which one becomes a Muslim Brother is designed to weed out 
moderates. It begins when specially designated Brotherhood recruiters, who work at mosques and 
universities across Egypt, identify pious young men and begin engaging them in social activities to 
assess their suitability for the organization. The Brotherhood’s ideological brainwashing begins a few 
months later, as new recruits are incorporated into Brotherhood cells (known as “families”) and 
introduced to the organization’s curriculum, which emphasizes Qur’anic memorization and the 
writings of founder Hassan al-Banna, among others. Then, over a five-to-eight-year period, a team of 
three senior Muslim Brothers monitors each recruit as he advances through five different ranks of 
Brotherhood membership—muhib, muayyad, muntasib, muntazim, and finally ach amal, or “active 
brother.” … 
 

As a result, Muslim Brothers come to see themselves as foot soldiers in service of the organization’s 
theocratic credo: “Allah is our objective; the Quran is our law; the Prophet is our leader; Jihad is our 
way; and death for the sake of Allah is the highest of our aspirations.” Meanwhile, those dissenting 
with the organization’s aims or tactics are eliminated at various stages during the five-to-eight-year 
vetting period. 
 

The Brotherhood, in other words, does not tolerate pluralism—it methodically works to extinguish it. 
In this vein, when a number of its most prominent youth activists— including organizers of the 
January 2011 anti-Mubarak uprising—disagreed with the Brotherhood’s decision to form a single 
political party after last year’s revolution, they were banished. Similarly, when long-time Brotherhood 
leader Abdel Monem Abouel Fotouh decided to run for president at a time when the organization had 
decided against fielding a candidate, he was banished. And when some Brotherhood youths supported 
Abouel Fotouh’s campaign, they were banished as well…. 
 

Despite the brazenness of the Brotherhood’s undemocratic practices and outlook, however, many 
within the American policy community gave the Brotherhood the benefit of the doubt. This was 
particularly the case following Mubarak’s ouster, when Arab Spring optimism dissuaded too many 
analysts from taking a discerning look at Egypt’s newly emerging leaders…. 
 

Morsi’s second power-grab in five months, however, has laid bare the mutual exclusivity between the 
Muslim Brotherhood and democracy. Indeed, as the first protests mounted against his edict, Morsi 
responded by encouraging confrontation rather than compromise, declaring his opponents “weevils 
eating away at the nation of Egypt.” Brotherhood youths echoed Morsi, calling for “cleansing” the 
country of Morsi’s top critics, including Nobel Laureate Mohamed El Baradei and former presidential 
candidates Amr Moussa and Hamdeen Sabahi.  
 

Meanwhile, prominent Muslim Brothers have advocated violence to defend their president. In this 
vein, senior Brotherhood adviser Gehad El-Haddad tweeted on Saturday that, “When future of Egypt 
is in balance, … we are more than wiling to pay for it with our lives not votes 
 

Given the surprising strength of the anti-Morsi protests, it is too soon to know how this episode will 
end. But within the American policy community, Morsi’s edict has catalyzed a new consensus 
regarding the Brotherhood’s undemocratic nature. Indeed, even the Brotherhood’s most consistent 
American defenders are suddenly reversing course, openly calling for using economic aid as leverage 
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for compelling Morsi to change his behavior.…And thanks to Morsi’s recklessly autocratic 
constitutional declaration, calls for applying international pressure are growing rapidly. 
 

(Eric Trager is the Next Generation Fellow at The Washington Institute for Near East Policy.) 
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