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QUEEN ELIZABETH II DIAMOND JUBILEE MEDAL AWARDS 
 

CIJR National Board members Rabbi Ronnie Cahana and Dr. Hy Goldman and CIJR Academic 
Council member Prof. David Ben-Soussan were awarded the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee 
Medal today [Dec. 10] in a ceremony hosted by the Honourable Irwin Cotler, M.P. The honour was 
also conferred on Marc Gold, Father John Walsh, Saul Deitcher and Jack Hasen, long-time CIJR 
supporters and associates. 
 

The Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal was created to mark the 2012 celebrations of the 60th 
anniversary of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II’s accession to the Throne as Queen of Canada. The 
Medal serves to honour significant contributions and achievements by Canadians, and  “recognizes 
individuals whose achievements have benefited their fellow citizens, and their community, and 
have contributed to the betterment of Québec, of Canada, and of the human condition.” —Irwin 
Cotler  
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THE FADING LEFT AND ISRAEL’S FLOURISHING DEMOCRACY 
Shmuel Sandler and Efraim Inbar 

BESA Center, August 16, 2012 
 

The frustrated Israeli left that failed to garner support in recent elections has adopted a new strategy. 
Already before shrinking in the 2009 elections to only 16 Knesset members (represented by Labor and 
Meretz), several leftist figures decided to turn to external forces “to save Israel from itself” rather than 
struggle for the hearts and minds of the Israeli people. They argued that Israel’s democracy is in 
danger and tried to mobilize European and American public opinion to pressure Israel in their desired 
direction. A recent example of this strategy is an opinion piece in The New York Times titled “Israel’s 
Fading Democracy.” 
 

This op-ed exemplifies the longing for the days when the left was in power, particularly before 1977, a 
year that ended the Labor party hegemony in Israeli politics. Yet an objective analysis of the traits of 
Israeli politics shows that Israel’s vibrant democracy is alive and kicking and actually faring much 
better than it did during the “old days.” 
 

Until 1977 the Labor camp ruled the national institutions continuously, in power since before the 
founding of the state. Since 1977, however, Israel has witnessed a circulation of political elites, as 
three different parties (Likud, Labor, and Kadima) led Israeli governments. The end of the hegemonic 
party era democratized Israel’s political system. For example, the practice of determining the 
composition of the Knesset party lists by an oligarchic “nominating committee” was also terminated, 
at least among the big parties. Most major parties in the latter period have also adopted primaries 
facilitating access to political positions. 
 

Indeed, the post-1977 period was characterized by greater social mobility. The erosion of socialist 
practices and privatization of a centralized economy contributed to the growth of a non-Ashkenazi 
middle class. Social mobility has also been enhanced by a greater access to high learning. During the 
post-1977 period a large number of colleges of varying quality were opened, and competed with the 
established universities for students and resources. 
 

Over time Israel has also seen slightly less influence of central power at the municipal level, allowing 
for the emergence of new foci of power and a new venue for leadership recruitment. This also 
contributed to the opening up of the Israeli political system. 
 

http://www.biu.ac.il/SOC/besa/docs/perspectives178.pdf
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A pivotal component in any democracy is the role of the judicial system. The ascendance of the Israeli 
Supreme Court, considered the stronghold of democracy by the left, to its current elevated status 
started after the decline of Labor. It was Prime Minister Menachem Begin who encouraged a more 
active role for the Supreme Court. It was under the presidency of Meir Shamgar (1983-1995), who 
himself came from the right camp, that its role was expanded. Begin was instrumental in the 
nomination of Aharon Barak to the Supreme Court in 1978. Barak, known for his liberal views, 
pushed the Supreme Court to an even more interventionist stance after his nomination to President of 
the Supreme Court in 1995. 
 

The independence of the police and the judicial system in Israel has drastically increased in recent 
years. The Israel judicial system fearlessly prosecuted a president, prime minister, and cabinet 
ministers, becoming the subject of envy in many democratic states. The police, due to the prodding of 
the courts, have also allowed greater freedom of expression by demonstrations than before. 
 

The media – the watchdog of democracy – has been totally transformed after 1977. The mobilized 
written and electronic press disappeared. Almost all “party” newspapers have vanished. In their place 
a plethora of media outlets with different agendas emerged…. 
 

Additionally, in the area of minority rights Israel fares increasingly better than many democratic 
countries. Until 1965 the Israeli Arabs were under a military government and the two all-Arab parties 
in the Knesset during Labor’s rule were branches of the ruling party. Today there are three Arab 
parties which represent a variety of views. Gays in Israel successfully gained rights due to the ultra-
liberal policies of the Supreme Court. There is definitely greater sensitivity and corresponding 
legislation for equality among women and disadvantaged groups. 
 

A favorite address for criticism is one of Israel’s most important social institutions, the IDF (Israeli 
Defense Forces). It is accused of having disproportionate clout in the decision-making process and of 
breeding militarism in Israel’s society. Nothing is further from the truth. The military’s highest ranks 
are no longer dominated by party card carriers. Labor convictions are no longer a necessary condition 
for being appointed to the position of chief-of-staff. The military actually became more representative 
of the demographic trends and the growing social mobility. Its ranks include new immigrants, 
Sephardi, and members of the national-religious camp, the latter making part of the Ashkenazi old 
elite feel uncomfortable. 
 

Unlike in 1967, when some generals almost revolted against the government’s hesitations to strike 
first, in the post-Labor era the military displayed more professionalism and has actually been more 
obedient in accepting the judgment of the elected political leadership in decision-making. In October 
1977, Begin ignored the warning of his chief-of-staff about the possibility of an Egyptian surprise 
attack during the visit of President Anwar Sadat. The military was kept in the dark during the 
negotiations of the September 1993 Oslo Accords. The military also recommended against the May 
2000 unilateral withdrawal from Lebanon and the 2005 disengagement from Gaza. The three most 
important strategic decisions since 1993 were implemented despite the fact that the IDF did not 
support them, proving that Israel does not have an army-dominated militaristic government. 
 

Israeli democracy is thriving and fares better on most scores that in the past. Not everything is perfect 
and there is always room for improvement. Yet the leftists that complain about Israeli democracy are 
basically “sore losers.” They have a difficult time internalizing that their wisdom is rejected by most 
Israelis. They are the ones that lost the faith in a basic democratic tenet: Israelis, like other people of 
the world, have the democratic right to elect their governments and change them if they do not deliver. 
 

Shmuel Sandler is a professor of political studies at Bar-Ilan University and a senior research 
associate at the Begin-Sadat (BESA) Center for Strategic Studies. Efraim Inbar is a professor of 
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political studies at Bar-Ilan University, director of the Begin-Sadat (BESA) Center for Strategic 
Studies, and Fellow at the Middle East Forum. 
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WHITHER ISRAEL'S LIKUD? 
Alan Johnson and Richard Pater 

World Affairs Journal, Dec. 5, 2012— 
 

Last week Israel’s ruling Likud party held internal elections to choose its list of parliamentary 
candidates for the upcoming national elections on January 22nd. Likud’s list will be combined with 
Avigdor Lieberman’s Yisrael Beitenu roster to create a single list for the elections. 
 

To the disappointment of some, the liberal wing of the party took a battering, as prominent ministers 
Dan Meridor, Micky Eitan, Avi Dichter, and even Benny Begin failed to make the list. This is a blow 
to liberal nationalists who saw the party move away from the traditions of its founders. Likud’s first 
prime minister, Menachem Begin, and his ideological mentor, Zeev Jabotinsky, believed that, along 
with a staunch security policy, it was imperative that Israeli society upheld the rights of minorities and 
fiercely guarded democratic values like the independence of the judiciary.  
 

So what’s going on? Has Likud now buried its founding values? The picture is more complicated than 
that. The Likud primaries were won largely by a successful alliance between two large voting blocks. 
The ideological religious settlers, in part led by the ultra-nationalist Moshe Feiglin, and the powerful 
workers union Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI).…Many saw the alliance as a corrupt deal. The Likud 
members who Feiglin registered tend to vote enthusiastically in Likud primaries, but favor more right-
wing parties in general elections.… 
 

However, despite the success of this alliance, it is far from certain Likud will be significantly different 
in government. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is acutely aware of how important it is to hold the 
middle ground, as he appeals to the electorate who are more moderate than the party’s membership. 
For many voters, the positions, identity, and opinions of the party leader are the only significant 
calculations, as this will overwhelmingly determine the future policy if they form the next 
government.  
 

Moreover, it is worth taking positions adopted during the election period with a large pinch of salt.…  
Whist in 2009 Netanyahu campaigned on strengthening the settlements, once elected he implemented 
a complete settlement freeze for nearly a year, an unprecedented move for any Israeli government. The 
same prime minister also endorsed a Palestinian state, something he was loath to do during the 
campaign…. 
 

In fact, whilst some point to the latest list as a sign of Israel’s lurching to the right, it is notable that 
only a minority of the newly selected Likud list are hard-line one-staters who express absolute 
opposition to a two-state solution. This situation was unimaginable for Likud for most of the time 
since its establishment in 1977. The two-state solution has irrevocably moved from the left-wing 
fringe to be considered acceptable across the middle and into the center-right of Israeli politics.  
(Although, granted, it may not be politically savvy to overly promote it within the upcoming 
campaign.)       
 

Another criticism of the Likud right over the last few years has been the attempts by some MKs to 
pass legislation seen as anti-democratic, some of which threatened to undermine the independence of 
the Supreme Court. The backers of these controversial bills appear to have gained prominence at the 
expense of those who defeated the moves in the last Knesset.  However, it is reasonable to expect that 

http://www.worldaffairsjournal.org/blog/alan-johnson/whither-israels-likud
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Netanyahu will remain committed to the speech he made earlier this year welcoming the new Supreme 
Court president, when he said, “ each time a bill comes to my desk that threatens to undermine the 
independence of the courts— I will shelve it.”   
 

In addition, Netanyahu has already suggested that Ministers Meridor and Begin could still be invited 
back into senior positions even if they are not MKs. There is no requirement for ministers to serve in 
the legislature. Netanyahu’s current government and Ehud Olmert’s before him, both appointed 
nonelected ministers of justice. A similar question mark remains over the potential reappointment of 
Defense Minister Ehud Barak. Although Barak announced his imminent retirement from politics last 
week, many see this as a strategy to be appointed as a nonelected, professional defence minister in the 
next government. The prime minister is acutely aware of the value of a senior minister who is trusted 
in Washington to keep this most vital line of communication open during the volatile period ahead. 
 

In conclusion therefore, the new Likud list does look more right-wing that its predecessor, but the 
party’s key electoral asset remains its leader, Benjamin Netanyahu, who will continue to work to keep 
the party in touch with Israel’s center-ground voters. 
 

Richard Pater is the director of BICOM Israel. 
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POLL SHOWS OPPOSITION RIPPING ITSELF TO PIECES 
Tzvi Ben Gedalyahu 

Israel National News,, Dec 10, 2012 
 

The intellectually bankrupt center-left finally has owned up to its disintegration six weeks before the 
election. Even the ultra left-wing Haaretz lamented Monday, “Game Over. The center-left bloc is a 
fragmented mess, while the right-wing bloc has never looked so hale and hearty.” 
 

It published a Dialog poll that apparently was a knock-out punch for the left but revealed no surprises 
for readers of Arutz Sheva, which has reported ever since the demise of the Olmert government that 
the Israeli public is moving away from the “center left” and towards the nationalist and religious 
camps. 
 

If elections were held today, according to the latest poll, Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu will 
enjoy the support of 71 Knesset Members: 39 from the Likud and Yisrael Beyteinu combined party 
list; 11 from the Habayit Hayehudi (Jewish Home) and Ichud Leumi (National Union) merged list of 
MKs; 18 from the Shas and Yahdut Hatorah (United Torah Judaism) religious parties; 3 from the Am 
Shalem party headed by former Shas member Rabbi Chaim Amsalem. 
 

The Dialog poll shows that the Otzma Leyisrael party headed by National Union MKs  Aryeh Eldad 
and Dr. Michael Ben-Ari  would not win enough votes to enter the Knesset, in direct contrast to the 
surprising results of a poll posted last week by Voice of Israel government radio that showed the party 
with the minimum three seats to enter the Knesset. The Voice of Israel poll was carried out by a 
different polling organization than the one normally used. Similarly, Kadima, which had the largest 
faction in the current Knesset, would be on the outside with only two projected two mandates. 
 

The center-left, left-wing and Arab parties would be left with a paltry 49 MKs, and only 37 without 
the Arab parties, many of whose MKs are openly pro-Hamas. The poll gives Labor 17 seats, nine to 
Tzipi Livni’s party, six to Yair Lapid’s Yesh Atid (Future) party and three to Meretz, the only party 
that sticks with ideology except for the nationalist Jewish and the anti-nationalist Arab factions. 
 

http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/163016#.UMYoj6y5Xm4
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Echoing Arutz Sheva’s report two weeks ago that Livni’s formation of her “Hatenuah” movement was 
a “gift” for Netanyahu, Haaretz wrote, “The main accomplishment so far of Hatenuah chairwoman 
Tzipi Livni is enfeebling two of her sister parties on the center left to the point of oblivion. A good job 
by all accounts, but Livni has not managed to attract even a single Knesset seat's worth of votes from 
the rival camp. MK Amir Peretz's last-minute enlistment to Hatenuah hasn't changed the party's 
standing in the polls.” 
 

The most blatant blow for the Opposition is that only 17 percent of the polls’ respondents viewed 
Labor party leader, Knesset Member Shelly Yechimovich as appropriate to be Prime Minister, and an 
overwhelming 81 percent expressed the opinion that Netanyahu will form the next government. 
 

Complacency could be the biggest enemy of Netanyahu and the nationalist and religious camp, but so 
far, Hamas has been helping them out. After having won support from Palestinian Authority Chairman 
and “peace process” hawker Mahmoud Abbas for unity, the terrorist organization openly announced 
its aim is to destroy Israel.   
 

One young woman living in Tel Aviv, the mainstay of the center-left, told Arutz Sheva she was not 
surprised at the poll results. “You don’t know what is happening on the street,” she said. After the 
missiles on Tel Aviv, even Tel Aviv has woken up.” 
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ON TOPIC 
Likud: Livni is the Great Hope of the Palestinians: Shlomo Cesana, Israel Hayom, Dec. 10, 12—
New campaigns were launched on Sunday by Labor Chairwoman Shelly Yachimovich and Hatnua Chairwoman 
Tzipi Livni for the upcoming elections slated for Jan. 22. 
 

Lessons for the Left: Editorial, Jerusalem Post, Dec. 8, 2012—MK Amir Peretz’s dramatic 
announcement Thursday that he was leaving the Labor Party for Tzipi Livni’s new list underscores the malaise 
of the splintered and embattled left-of-center camp. 
 

Livni Aims at Center-Left Rivals Yacimovich, Lapid: Gil Hoffman, Jerusalem Post, Dec. 9, 
2012—Former foreign minister Tzipi Livni took a different approach from her counterparts in the Center-Left 
bloc on Sunday when she continued attacking them in an effort to win votes at their expense. 
 

Natural Bedfellows: Tzipi Livni’s Hatnua and the Green Movement: Alon Tal, Times of Israel, 
Dec. 8, 2012—There were those who raised an eyebrow on Thursday night when the Green Movement party 
joined Tzipi Livni’s Hatnua party with green candidates integrated into her Knesset list.  
 

The New Likud: Editorial,  Jeruslaem Post, Nov. 28, 2012—The Knesset list chosen by Likud party 
members this week was clearly more hawkish and right-wing then the previous Likud line-up. Veteran 
politicians that represented the more liberal stream in the party such as Minister-without-Portfolio Bennie 
Begin, Deputy Prime Minister Dan Meridor and Minister- without-Portfolio Michael Eitan were ejected from 
realistic spots on the list. 

 

 

VISIT CIJR’S BI-WEEKLY WEBZINE: ISRAZINE. 
CIJR’s ISRANET Daily Briefing is available by e-mail. 

Please urge colleagues, friends, and family to visit our website for more information on our ISRANET 
series. 

To join our distribution list, or to unsubscribe, visit us at http://www.isranet.org/. 

http://www.israelhayom.com/site/newsletter_article.php?id=6675
http://www.jpost.com/Opinion/Editorials/Article.aspx?id=295148
http://www.jpost.com/DiplomacyAndPolitics/Article.aspx?id=295253
http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/natural-bedfellows-tzipi-livnis-hatnua-and-the-green-movement/
http://www.jpost.com/Opinion/Editorials/Article.aspx?id=293813
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The ISRANET Daily Briefing is a service of CIJR. We hope that you find it useful and that you will support it and our 
pro-Israel educational work by forwarding a minimum $90.00 tax-deductible contribution [please send a cheque or 
VISA/MasterCard information to CIJR (see cover page for address)]. All donations include a membership-
subscription to our respected quarterly ISRAFAX print magazine, which will be mailed to your home. 
CIJR’s ISRANET Daily Briefing attempts to convey a wide variety of opinions on Israel, the Middle East and the Jewish world for its 
readers’ educational and research purposes. Reprinted articles and documents express the opinions of their authors, and do not 
necessarily reflect the viewpoint of the Canadian Institute for Jewish Research. 
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