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YOM YERUSHALAIM – JERUSALEM DAY  
“FOR ZION’S SAKE I WILL NOT KEEP SILENT AND FOR 

JERUSALEM’S SAKE I WILL NOT REST”  — ISAIAH 62:1 
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YERUSHALAIM – IR SHALOM –  THE CITY OF PEACE 
Baruch Cohen, May 8, 2013 

In loving memory of Malca   z”l 
“Jerusalem is the heart of the Jewish People.” 

- David Ben-Gurion 
 

The history of Yerushalaim is the history of greatness, splendour, lofty ideals and of war and peace. 
Yerushalaim is the history of man. It has a history of settlement of more than five thousand years, and  the 
Jewish people has been connected to Yerushalaim for at least three thousand of those five thousand years.  
   Throughout the centuries of their dispersion, in whatever corner of the planet they found themselves, the 
Jews prayed for their return to Zion, the biblical synonym for Yerushalaim. 
   History has no parallel to the mystic bond of the Jews with Yerushalaim. Without it there would be no 
State of Israel. Houses of prayer, synagogues, where ever in the world they were built, were oriented 
towards the east, towards Yerushalaim and the practice is followed to this very day.  
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   Yerushalaim is and will forever remain the centre of the Jewish nation, the capital of the old/young 
rebuilt State of Israel. 

Next year in a united and strong Yerushalaim! 
B’shana haBaa b’ Yerushalaim HaBnuia! 
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JERUSALEM SYNDROME 
Chaim Richman 

Jerusalem Post, May 7, 2013 
 

Jerusalem Day,  observed this week on May 8, marks the 46th anniversary of the liberation and unification 
of Jerusalem in the 1967 Six Day War. The return of Jerusalem, greatest and most decisive of all Israel’s 
military victories, opened floodgates of emotion that ran deep in the nation’s collective heart. 
 

So why isn’t Jerusalem Day observed as a national holiday in the manner of Independence Day? Or 
perhaps the real question is, what exactly is it that we are celebrating? The sad truth is that the government 
of Israel suffers from a hereditary disease – let’s call it “Jerusalem Syndrome” albeit of a different nature 
than the popularized version. The contagion made its first appearance on June 7, 1967, moments after 
Mordechai “Motta” Gur’s famous words, “The Temple Mount is in our hands,” and shortly before Moshe 
Dayan handed the keys back to the Islamic Wakf. 
 

On that day, IDF chief rabbi Shlomo Goren stood on the Temple Mount and studied the Mount of Olives 
with binoculars. He was scouting for a suitable area to bring the fallen paratroopers to burial as soon as 
possible. The IDF commanders relayed him a message from the government: Don’t make plans for burial 
in the Mount of Olives... we have no intention of staying. The government of Israel considered the 
reunification of Jerusalem and especially the Temple Mount to be a liability from the get-go. 
 

An article in last week’s Hebrew-language Makor Rishon featured minutes from the protocols of the first 
meeting of the “Ministerial Committee on the Status of United Jerusalem,” held a mere two days after the 
war was concluded. That meeting was focused on how to stem the unbridled feeling of nationalism that 
resulted from the liberation of the Temple Mount and the Western Wall. 
 

A great deal of remorse was expressed over what then minister-without-portfolio Menachem Begin termed 
the “unfortunate” incident of the Israeli flag briefly being flown over the Jewish people’s holiest site, the 
location of the Holy of Holies in the Temple – the Dome of the Rock. The unauthorized flag had been 
hoisted by a errant lone solider. It was removed after four hours. Israel didn’t want her flag flying over the 
Temple Mount then. Nowadays, foreign – and hostile – flags are flown freely over the Temple Mount, 
with impunity; flags of the PLO, Hamas, Hezbollah, Syria and others. 
 

Those present at that meeting vied with each other as to the best way to express unequivocal sensitivity to 
Muslim concerns, and assure the Arab population that Israel had no intentions of injecting any form of 
Jewish identity into our holiest site, opting to replace its significance with that of the Western Wall. As 
everyone knows, the Islamic Wakf was given full authority to establish and enforce the rules at the Temple 
Mount. So while Israel is a veritable beacon of human rights and religious tolerance for other faiths, Jews 
are denied the basic right to pray at their holiest site, the Temple Mount. 
 

Every day, hundreds of tourists waiting in line to ascend the Mount stand by incredulously as they witness 
the selection, separation and degradation of Jews in the Jewish state, who are forced to identify themselves 
and are warned against praying, moving their lips, closing their eyes, crying, singing, bowing down, or any 
other action that could be perceived as “incitement” against Muslim religious sensitivities. When they 
finally do ascend it is in carefully limited groups, while their every step and movement is monitored by 
aggressive, intrusive Wakf agents. 
 

http://www.jpost.com/Opinion/Op-Ed-Contributors/Jerusalem-Syndrome-312364
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The astounding fact is that Israel never intended to liberate the Old City of Jerusalem, and the event was 
viewed more as an accident than a miracle. Without the maverick Rabbi Goren’s personal initiative to push 
the IDF to liberate the Old City, Jerusalem’s reunification would have probably never happened at all. 
 

Israel’s government simply did not know what to do with this liability; subsequently this odd “Jerusalem 
Syndrome” has been the legacy of every successive Israeli government since, and is the key to 
understanding our nation’s attitudes and actions regarding “the eternal and undivided capital of the State of 
Israel.” 
 

Without understanding the significance and importance of the Temple Mount, without understanding why 
Jerusalem is our capital and the soul of our people, Jerusalem Day is meaningless. It’s not a simple issue of 
sovereignty or nationalism. The Temple Mount represents the destiny of the Jewish people to be a light to 
the nations. It is the prophetic vision of a world united, of Jerusalem’s beauty flowing out to all humanity. 
It is the secret of what the Jewish people can become, what they can bring to the world. 
 

Hiding from responsibility for the Temple Mount means we are hiding from ourselves. The thunderous 
Hebrew words of General Motta Gur’s immortal statement, "har habayit beyadeinu" (The Temple Mount 
is in our hands) also convey another meaning: The Temple Mount... is in our hands. How we choose to 
deal with it, and all that it means for the people of Israel, is up to us. 
 

The writer, a rabbi, is the director of the international department of the Temple Institute in Jerusalem 

 

WHY JERUSALEM SHOULD NOT BE DIVIDED 
David Weinberg 

Real Clear World, April 1, 2010 
 

The upshot of [the] Obama-Netanyahu confrontation is that the White House wants to move Israel rapidly 
towards a division of Jerusalem. However, the widely held presumption that splitting Jerusalem will lead 
to prosperity for the city and to peace for Jews and Arabs is an egregious error. Partitioning Jerusalem will 
destroy the city. It will die, in every way - culturally, religiously, economically and more. And politically, 
the shearing of Jerusalem into Arab and Jewish sovereignties will turn it into the bull's eye of Mideast 
battle - a city that will make Belfast at its worst look like paradise. 
 

The main reason for this is that any section of the city handed over to Arab rule will immediately become 
ground zero for the fierce war being waged within the Arab world over Islamic lifestyle, ideology and 
legitimacy. Just who is going to rule in Arab eastern Jerusalem? Will it be the declining secular Palestinian 
national movement (whose sway in the West Bank is tentative at best), or the radical Islamist Hamas 
(which openly seeks Israel's destruction), or the annihilationist al-Qaida affiliated forces (who are growing 
in strength in the territories), or the increasingly radical and violent Israeli Arab Islamic movement (which 
has been the main force behind recent unrest on the Temple Mount), or the Jordanians (who have a 
superior claim to Arab leadership in Jerusalem under the 1994 peace treaty with Israel), or the Moroccans 
(who head the Arab League's Supreme Jerusalem Committee), or the Saudis (who see themselves as the 
true custodians of Islamic holy sites)? 
 

Each of these forces will seek to prove its supremacy and bolster its legitimacy in the Islamic world 
through control of Arab Jerusalem and aggression against what remains of Jewish Jerusalem. What better 
way to prove one's loyalty to the Islamic cause than to attack the rump Israeli presence in the city? And 
with bases of operations to work from in the eastern half of the city (whose neighborhoods will no longer 
be under Israeli security control) - locations that are bare meters away from Israeli homes and government 
and commercial centers - such terrorism will be oh, so very easy, so irresistibly tantalizing. 
 
Thus, if the city is irresponsibly butchered into halves, it will inevitably die a slow death. What Israeli 
family is going to walk with its kids to the Western Wall on Friday night through checkpoints and 

http://www.realclearworld.com/articles/2010/04/01/why_jerusalem_should_not_be_divided_98894.html


 4
 

alleyways patrolled by Palestinian police? What Birthright group is going to shop in the Mamilla 
pedestrian mall below Jaffa Gate with Palestinian or Arab League sharpshooters on the Old City walls 
above? 
 

What American church group is going to march along the Stations of the Cross in Jerusalem's Christian 
and Muslim Quarters with Hamas or Saudi modesty patrols harassing the women? What hi-tech company 
is going to invest in Jerusalem when the Kassam missiles start flying from Sheikh Jarrah into Har 
Hotzvim? 
 

The world needs to be reminded directly: It is only complete Israeli security control over united, greater 
Jerusalem that prevents the city from becoming a boiling cauldron of conflict within the volatile Arab and 
Islamic world and from becoming the hottest-ever-imaginable flashpoint of Israeli-Arab war. There is no 
"neutral" peacekeeping force in the world that will do a serious or better job than the IDF and Israel Police 
of keeping Jerusalem a terrorist-free zone. 
 

There is also absolutely no empirical basis to believe that Arab rulers of Jerusalem will maintain the Israeli 
gold standard of unimpeded religious worship in the city. There is no Arab or Muslim country in the 
Middle East where Christians or Jews can freely operate religious institutions. Under Palestinian Authority 
and Hamas rule, Christians in the West Bank and Gaza have been hounded, terrorized and driven out. 
Christian Bethlehem is, effectively, no more. The Church of Nativity was defiled by Palestinian Muslim 
terrorists who turned it into an armed refuge in 2002. Who will protect the churches of Jerusalem from the 
same fate under Islamic rule? 
 

Jewish synagogues and holy sites in Jericho, Nablus and Gush Katif have fared no better - they were 
burned to the ground while Palestinian police looked on. Under Jordanian rule, Jews were not allowed to 
reach their holy places in Jerusalem at all, while thousands of Jewish graves on the Mount of Olives were 
desecrated and the tombstones used to pave streets. How can this be prevented under Palestinian rule? 
 

Here's the truth: It can't. Neither the purported Arab rulers of eastern Jerusalem that President Barack 
Obama so earnestly wants to induct, nor the international community, will competently guard Jewish, 
Christian and Western interests in Jerusalem. Israel is the only reliable, responsible guardian of Jerusalem. 
And while we're at it, here is another non-politically correct truth that needs to be articulated: Israel needs, 
desires and has developed Jerusalem as a workable, attractive city; it is the centerpiece of the ancient 
Jewish people and the modern State of Israel. 
 

The Arabs and Palestinians, however, don't really care about Jerusalem; they never did. In fact, they would 
consider it a triumph if Jerusalem were so wracked by conflict and poverty that it was ruined for 1,000 
years - just as long as it would be lost to the Jews. That is one more reason why Jerusalem cannot be 
parceled out to the Palestinians. 
 

We need "to tell the truth when it is needed," as Secretary of State Hillary Clinton condescendingly said in 
her recent AIPAC speech. Well, the truth is that Jerusalem under Israel has flourished. For Jews, Muslims, 
Christians, scholars, clergymen, craftsmen, architects, artists, archeologists and tourists alike, the past 43 
years have been good times. For everyday citizens too: Never before in its 3,000-year history has the city 
been such a magnet for simple residency. Witness the incredible demand for, and sky-high prices of, 
housing in the city today. 
 

Israel has sagaciously developed the city from a backwater town to a magnificent metropolis, and astutely 
kept it open and expanded the possibilities for religious worship of all faiths. Cautious Israeli 
custodianship has kept a lid on the always-smoldering religious-national tensions in the city. It has, most 
of the time, managed the complicated city with sophistication and sensitivity. 
 
Even the Arabs of Jerusalem agree. Any Palestinian will tell you (privately, of course) that, in the broader 
scale of things, he prefers to live in an Israeli-controlled Jerusalem over a Jerusalem controlled by a Hamas 
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imam-ocracy or the incredibly mislabeled Palestinian "Authority" (where there is little authority or 
democracy of any type). 
 

That's why very few Jerusalem Arabs have ever participated in terrorist activities. That's why any and 
every Palestinian who can has been desperately scurrying over to the Israeli side of the security fence in 
and around Jerusalem. That's why Jerusalem Arabs are buying up homes at a dizzying pace in several 
predominantly Jewish neighborhoods like French Hill, Pisgat Ze'ev and Talpiot. Thus, the sundering of 
Jerusalem is not only patently unwise, but unfair to Jewish history and to Israel's fine stewardship of the 
city. Has the Obama administration even bothered to think this through? 
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JERUSALEM, CAPITAL OF ISRAEL: AN ISLAMIC PROPHECY 
Ali Salim 

Gatestone Institute, January 29, 2013  
 

If you listen in Arabic to the hate-speeches made by Egyptian President Mohamed Morsi; or to Turkish 
President Erdogan; or to the calls made from Qatar by Muslim Brotherhood leader Sheikh Yusuf al-
Qaradawi and from the Gaza Strip by the head of Hamas, Khaled Mashaal for the killing of the Jews, you 
will understand why Arabs and Muslims believe Allah is punishing them by having them kill each other: It 
is because His prophecies are not being fulfilled. 
 

For example, it is heresy and a violation of the will of Allah to sidestep calls for recognizing Jerusalem as 
official capital of the Children of Israel, and moving the American embassy there. It ignores the prophecy 
of the Noble Qur'an, which predicts the return of the Children of Israel to their land from the four corners 
of the earth, as it is written in Al-Isra, Verse 104, "And we said to the Children of Israel after him, Dwell 
in the land, then, when the final and the last promise comes near, we shall bring you altogether as a mixed 
crowd." 
 

Although the stance adopted by the leaders of the Western world in general, and the American 
administration in particular, may be the consequence of their desire to strengthen their image in the eyes of 
the Muslim countries, their image is seen only as reflecting their weakness and attempts to ingratiate 
themselves with both radical Islam and Christian anti-Semitism. 

It is not my intention to state that the other monotheistic religions do not also have their place in the holy 
city of Jerusalem. But political lies come mostly from radical Islamist sources, then somehow become 
accepted facts. This violates the prophecies of the messengers of Allah, and especially those of the greatest 
of His prophets, Muhammad… 
 

The various distortions of history and religion by politically-oriented Islamic sheiks and leaders for the 
sake of false, infidel, political goals, are legion. The way the Salafist Islamic sheiks and members of the 
Muslim Brotherhood twist the Noble Qur'an to suit their narrow political goals makes me angry, as it also 
makes angry the millions of Muslims around the world who know the eternal truth written in Islam's Noble 
Qur'an. 
 

Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, for example, invented the fabrication that Palestinians are the 
descendants of the Jebusites and other Canaanite tribes of the land of the at the time of the Book. Behind 
this fabrication was Arafat's attempt to "prove" that the Palestinians lived in the Holy Land before the 
Children of Israel, and that therefore they have a greater right to it. 

According to the Qur'an, however, "a race of giants" lived in the Holy Land but were destroyed by the 
Children of Israel, led by Joshua with the help of Allah the Almighty. There were never "Palestinians" in 
the Holy Land, nor is there one word of them in the Noble Qur'an, nor any prophecy regarding their 
existence, nor any right to the Holy Land or any other place in the future or on Day of Judgment in the 
Noble Book of Allah. 

http://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/3548/jerusalem-israel-capital-islamic-prophecy
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The Palestinians are not mentioned or even hinted at in the Noble Qur'an, but the Children of Israel are 
mentioned countless times and they are mentioned as the Chosen People, as it is written in Al-Baqara, 
Verse 47, "O Children of Israel, remember My favour that I have bestowed upon you and that I preferred 
you over the worlds." They are mentioned as inheritors of the Holy Land which, according to all the 
Islamic commentators, is Jerusalem and the country around it. The Muslim claim that the Divine promise 
to the Children of Israel appears in the Noble Qur'an in the past tense and therefore is not relevant today is 
a malicious lie. Everyone knows that most of the Noble Qur'an was written in the past tense, but what was 
written about the Children of Israel was a promise and a prophecy, and Allah does not change His mind or 
break His promises. 
 

Anyone who claims that what is written about the Jews is only relevant for the past and that the Children 
of Israel disappeared turns our beloved Prophet from prophet to mere historian who did not know what the 
future would bring. Anyone who claims that the "real" Children of Israel disappeared and that the Jews of 
today are not the genuine Children of Israel of the Noble Qur'an is a liar and a deceiver, because if there 
are no Children of Israel then the prophecy of Muhammad…is irrelevant and he did not foresee the return 
of the Children of Israel to their land for the third time and instruct them to settle it, and promise that if 
they did what was right in the eyes of Allah and acted well they would succeed, as it is written in Al-Isra, 
Verses 6 and 7, "We gave you back the power against them, and aided you with wealth and children, and 
made you larger in numbers. Now, if you do well, you will do well for your own souls; and if you do evil, 
it will only go against them…." And if one prophecy is false then all are false, and the Noble Qur'an has no 
value. Thus we have to admit that regardless of the mistakes the Jews make concerning our Palestinian 
brothers, they in fact act well, even to the Arabs in Israel, and they are charitable according to the tradition 
of Islam, and they are clearly more honest than the Arab and Muslim leaders today who oppress their own 
people and daily slaughter them and shed their blood….. 
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